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MUNICIPALITY OF MORRIS-TURNBERRY
COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, May 19, 2026, 7:30 pm

The Council of the Municipality of Morris-Turnberry met electronically in regular session
on May 19, 2026, at 7:30 pm.

Council in Attendance

Mayor Jamie Heffer

Deputy Mayor Kevin Freiburger

Councillor Jamie McCallum

Councillor Sharen Zinn

Councillor Jodi Snell

Staff in Attendance

Trevor Hallam CAO/Clerk

Others in Attendance

Rachel Hammermueller The Wingham Advance Times
Bob Montgomery The Citizen
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Heffer called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

Mayor Heffer noted that the members of the press in attendance would be recording the
meeting for the purpose of writing articles.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion 96-2026

Moved by Jamie McCallum
Seconded by Jodi Snell

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Morris-Turnberry hereby
adopts the agenda for the meeting of May 19, 2026, as
presented.

Carried.

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST / POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST

None.

MINUTES

Deputy Mayor Freiburger noted a required correction to the name of Randy Greenaway.
Motion 97-2026

Moved by Kevin Freiburger
Seconded by Sharen Zinn

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Morris-Turnberry hereby
adopts the May 5, 2026, Council Meeting Minutes as amended.

Carried.
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8.1

ACCOUNTS
Motion 98-2026

Moved by Sharen Zinn
Seconded by Jamie McCallum

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Morris-Turnberry hereby
approves payment of the list of accounts as presented.

Carried.

PUBLIC MEETINGS AND DEPUTATIONS

None.

STAFF REPORTS

TREASURER
Energy Consumption and Greenhouse Gas Emission Report

A report prepared by Treasurer Sean Brophy in this regard was provided for the
information of Council.

BUSINESS
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY CONSOLIDATION RESOLUTION

At the May 5" meeting, Council directed staff to draft a resolution outlining the
Municipality’s position on the proposed consolidation of Conservation Authorities. A draft
resolution has been included for the consideration of Council.

Freiburger confirmed that the resolution captures the points he intended. There was a
consensus of Council

Motion 99-2026

Moved by Kevin Freiburger
Seconded by Sharen Zinn

Whereas the Province of Ontario has announced its intention to
consolidate Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities into 9 large
regional entities;

And whereas this Council, municipalities, and Conservation
Authorities across Ontario have expressed significant concerns
regarding the proposed consolidation, including the absence of a
demonstrated business case and a lack of evidence that
consolidation will improve service delivery, efficiency, or
environmental outcomes;

And whereas Conservation Authorities in Ontario were
established on a watershed basis to provide locally informed,
science-based management of natural resources, flooding, and
erosion hazards;

And whereas the proposed consolidation will combine
watersheds with significantly different characteristics, land uses,
and environmental pressures into large regional entities,
undermining the effectiveness of watershed-based decision-
making;

And whereas Conservation Authorities play a critical role in
protecting public safety through the regulation of development in
areas prone to flooding and erosion, and weakening locally
informed decision-making will increase risks to life and property;
And whereas the proposed governance model will reduce local
municipal representation and diminish the voice of rural
municipalities in decisions affecting their communities and
watersheds;
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And whereas there is broad concern among municipalities that
the proposed changes do not reflect local priorities, knowledge,
or the established partnership model between municipalities and
the Province;

And whereas municipalities fund the majority of Conservation
Authority operations, with provincial contributions generally
representing only a small percentage ranging from approximately
2 to 8 percent, and therefore municipalities have a direct and
substantial interest in the governance, structure, effectiveness,
and long-term sustainability of the watershed-based
Conservation Authority system;

And whereas the Province of Ontario is advancing significant
structural changes to the Conservation Authority system
unilaterally, despite its limited contribution to Conservation
Authority operational funding and without meaningful
consultation or support from the municipalities that bear primary
responsibility for funding these essential local services;

Now therefore be it resolved that the Council of the Corporation
of the Municipality of Morris-Turnberry strongly opposes the
consolidation of Conservation Authorities in Ontario; and,

That Council affirms that locally governed, watershed-based
Conservation Authorities remain the most effective model for
protecting natural resources, managing natural hazards, and
supporting safe, sustainable development in Ontario; and,

That Council calls upon the Province of Ontario to immediately
halt the proposed consolidation process and recommit to
strengthening the existing watershed-based Conservation
Authority system, including through the provision of appropriate
provincial funding, enhanced municipal collaboration and
support, and improved communication and coordination among
Conservation Authorities to advance more efficient permitting
and greater standardization of systems and processes; and,

That if the Province proceeds with the consolidation without
addressing the concerns of municipalities, Council will direct staff
to review all available options with respect to the potential
withholding or reallocation of municipal funding to any
restructured regional Conservation Authority model; and,

That this resolution be circulated to the Office of the Premier of
Ontario, the Honourable Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks, the Maitland Valley Conservation
Authority, the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority, the
Honourable Lisa Thompson, the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario, Minister of the Environment, Climate Change and
Nature, Member of Parliament Ben Lobb, and all Ontario
municipalities for their consideration and support.

Carried.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Kevin Freiburger
May 6 attended a meeting of the Bluevale Community Committee.
Jamie McCallum
None.
Sharen Zinn
None.
Jodi Snell

None.



Jamie Heffer

May 15t attended an event at the municipal office to receive the Community
Emergency Preparedness Grant funds from Lisa Thompson.

10.0 CORRESPONDENCE, MINUTES, ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

101 Correspondence — Temporary Restrictions on Conservation Authorities — Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks

10.2  Minutes — Bluevale Community Committee — May 6%, 2026

10.3  Monthly Report — Belgrave Water — April 2026

10.4  Monthly Report — Huron East Fire — April 2026

10.5  Outstanding Action Items

11.0 ITEMS FOR A FUTURE AGENDA

None.

12.0 BY-LAWS AND AGREEMENTS

12.1  MVCA SERVICE AND PROGRAM AGREEMENT
Motion 100-2026

Moved by Jamie McCallum
Seconded by Jodi Snell

THAT leave be given to introduce By-Law 28-2026, being a by-
law to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute and affix the
Corporate Seal to an agreement between the Municipality of
Morris-Turnberry and the Maitland Valley Conservation Authority,
and that it now be read severally a first, second, and third time,
and finally passed.

Carried.

13.0 CLOSED SESSION

None.

14.0 CONFIRMING BY-LAW

Motion 101-2026

Moved by Kevin Freiburger
Seconded by Jamie McCallum

THAT leave be given to introduce By-Law 29-2026, being a by-
law to confirm the proceedings of the Municipality of Morris-
Turnberry meeting of Council held on May 19, 2026, and that it
now be read severally a first, second, and third time, and finally
passed.

Carried.

15.0 ADJOURNMENT

Motion 102-2026

Moved by Sharen Zinn
Seconded by Jodi Snell

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Morris-Turnberry does
now adjourn at 7:41pm.

Carried.



NEXT MEETINGS:

Regular Meeting of Council — Tuesday, June 2, 2026, 7:30 pm
Regular Meeting of Council — Tuesday, June 16, 2026, 7:30 pm

Mayor, Jamie Heffer

Clerk, Trevor Hallam
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